
BILINGUAL 
EDUCATION 
PROGRAMS  

Please contact 
Ana Ulloa-Gómez 

Bilingual  Community  
Coordinator 

Office of Bilingual  
Education 

and Related Programs 
  

Tel. (313) 719-0206 
or (313) 873-6773 

 

Our goal: 
“To build strong, 

 meaningful 
relationships between the 
schools and the bilingual  
communities we serve” 

 

Community Involvement 
Equals Academic Success! 
 

 
 
 

 
BENEFITS FOR 
YOUR CHILD! 

  

DETROIT PUBLIC SCHOOLS  
 

Members of the Detroit Board of Education 
 

Honorable Carla D. Scott, M.D., President 

Honorable Joyce V. Hayes-Giles, Esq., Vice President 

Honorable Reverend David Murray 

Honorable Ida Short 

Honorable Marie Thornton 

Honorable Reverend Jimmy Womack, M.D. 

Honorable Otis Mathis, III 

Honorable Annie Carter 

Honorable Tyrone Winfrey 

Honorable Terry Catchings 

Honorable Marvis Cofield 

Connie K. Calloway, Ph.D.  
General Superintendent 

 

Shirley Brown 
Assistant Superintendent 

Curriculum and Instruction 
 

Maria Elena Silva Vasquez 
Director 

Office of Bilingual Education and Related Programs 
 
 

In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of 
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age Discrimination Act of 
1975, and the Americans with Disability Act of 1990, it is the 
policy of the Board of Education of the school district of the City 
of Detroit that no person shall, on the basis of race, color, 
religion, national origin or ancestry, sex, age, disability, height, 
weight, or marital status be excluded from participation in, be 
denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination during 
any program or activity or in employment.  Inquires related to 
discrimination should be directed to:  The Office of Civil Rights, 
7430 Second Avenue, 4th Floor, Detroit, MI  48202  (313) 873-
7340. 

 

 
 
 

 
WHERE CAN I OBTAIN 
MORE INFORMATION? 

 

DETROIT PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 

Office of Bilingual Education  
and Related Programs 

Maria Elena Silva Vasquez, Director 
Albert Kahn Building 

7422 Second Avenue—Suite 3 
Detroit, MI  48202 
Tel. (313) 873-4020 
Fax (313) 873-8596 



The Purpose of the bilingual education 
program is to: 

• Help English Language Learners master 
the state standards and utilize a core Eng-
lish Language Acquisition curriculum. 

Who does the bilingual education 
program serve? 

• Bilingual education programs serve 
students who have a language other than 
English in their homes and need to 
acquire English.   

• Also, programs provide content 
instruction in the child’s first language 
while the child is learning English. 

How will the bilingual education program 
help my child? 

The bilingual program: 

• Provides access to the state curriculum 
and standards;  

• Teaches English to English Language 
Learners using appropriate methods; 

• Helps build knowledge and learning of  
academic subjects in the first language 
and English; and  

• Instills self-assurance, confidence and 
cultural pride in students.        

      -  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Will my child be taught the same sub-
jects and learn the same skills as stu-
dents in the regular program? 
• All students in bilingual education must re-

ceive instruction that meets the Michigan 
Department of Education Standards and 
Grade level content Expectations (GLCE) in 
the core subjects. 

• A core curriculum using approved methodol-
ogy facilitates English language acquisition. 

Will my child learn English? 

• The mastery of English listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing skills is required in the 
program, as mandated by NCLB. 

• English as a Second Language (ESL) instruc-
tion is an integral part of the bilingual educa-
tion program. 

• Academic instruction begins in the student’s 
first language and transitions into English. 

  

ALL CHILDREN SHOULD  

ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE  

IN A WELL BALANCED  

CURRICULUM 

 Who is responsible for teaching in 
a bilingual education program? 

Teachers must be highly qualified to teach in 
bilingual education programs and meet the 
specific language needs of their  students. 

 

How can bilingual parents become 
involved?  

• Parental approval is required for students 
to participate in the program. 

• Parents can volunteer for classroom activi-
ties. 

• Parents can encourage their child to 
achieve, provide a place to study, and 
show interest in schoolwork. 

• Parents can ask their child’s teacher or 
principal about becoming a member of 
the local school community organization 
(LSCO) or Parent Teacher Associations 
(PTA). They should contact the principal 
or parent liaison for more information. 


